
COUNCIL ROCK SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Bucks County, Pennsylvania 

MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC BOARD MEETING 
COUNCIL ROCK BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS 

December 3, 2015 

The Council Rock Board of School Directors met in public session on December 3, 2015 at the 
Chancellor Center, 30 N. Chancellor Street, Newtown, PA.  The following persons were in attendance: 

BOARD MEMBERS:  ADMINISTRATORS: 
Mr. Andy Block, President Dr. Robert Fraser, Superintendent  
Mr. Richard Abramson, Esq., Mr. Barry Desko, Director of Secondary Education 
   Vice President  Dr. Charles Lambert, Director of Special Services 
Mrs. Denise Brooks Mr. Joseph MacClay, Director of Elementary Education 
Mr. Mark Byelich Mr. Robert Reinhart, Director of Business Affairs & Board 
Dr. Bill Foster       Treasurer 
Mr. Jerold Grupp Mr. Matthew Frederickson, Director of Information Technology 
Mrs. Kyle McKessy  Mr. Doug Taylor, Director of Operational Services 
Mrs. Wendi Thomas 

BOARD MEMBER(S) ABSENT: OTHERS:  Approximately 63 persons from the public, staff 
Mrs. Patricia C. Vaccaro-Sexton  and press 

SECRETARY:  Ms. Kapua A. Rice SOLICITOR:  Robert Cox, Esq. 

Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 7:31 p.m. by Mr. Block.  The meeting was recorded by the Council 
Rock School District and was broadcast “live” in all five municipalities. 

Pledge of Allegiance 
Mr. Block asked those in attendance to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance, led by Krupa Mysore, 
Richboro Middle School. 

The Richboro Middle School Orchestra, conducted by Mr. Keller, played the National Anthem, followed 
by Applause. 

Superintendent’s Report 
• Council Rock Education Foundation (CREF) – Rick Moore Memorial Grants Presentations
Ms. Shurtleff, Vice President, thanked the Board, Dr. Fraser and the CREF for allowing them the 
opportunity to recognize their beloved Mr. Moore.  She thanked Rick’s wife, Lorraine, and Mr. Bauer for 
their help and support.  These grants were created by his students as a legacy to Mr. Moore.  Specifically, 
they wanted to honor his love for social studies and appreciation for special education services.  
Executive Director Ms. Suzanne Wray presented the 2015 Rick Moore Memorial Grants to the following 
recipients: 

Library Mural Guide Interactive Website – Sol Feinstone – Kathy Butler & Elizabeth Napier - $3,000 
• Social Studies – Innovative use of technology
Conover Academy Online Expansion – CR ACHIEVE Program – John Engelhardt - $500 
• Vocational project for the ACHIEVE Program
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Current Events in the Resource Science Classroom – CR South – Elizabeth Scafidi - $2,300 
• Special Education inclusion classes – focusing on current events relating to science
PODD Aided Language Strategy – Holland Elementary – Amy Baxter - $600 
• Autistic support classes

On behalf of the CR School Board, Council Rock School District (CRSD) and CREF Board, Mrs. Brooks 
thanked Ms. Wray for her extraordinary work and years of service.  Her legacy has positioned CREF for 
such tremendous growth and continued improvement.  Mr. Byelich presented Ms. Wray with a Certificate 
of Appreciation for her dedication and service to the students and teachers at CRSD. 

Ms. Wray thanked everyone and stated that it was a pleasure to work with CRSD.  It was a true honor to 
work with everyone.   

Dr. Fraser recognized and thanked Patty Sexton and Rick Abramson for their service and dedication to 
Council Rock.  They deserve our respect, admiration and appreciation.  He presented a Certificate of 
Appreciation from the PSBA (Pennsylvania School Boards Association) to Mrs. Sexton and to Mr. 
Abramson for their years of service—12 and 16 years, respectively.  They were also presented a plaque 
on behalf of the CR School Board and CRSD for their outstanding service and dedication. 

Members of the Board expressed their appreciation for the advice and counsel received from Rick 
Abramson and Patty Sexton and wished them well.  Mr. Abramson will be remembered for his 
intelligence, deliberation, directness and sense of humor.  He is a man of character and integrity.  It was 
further noted that Mrs. Sexton’s passion for the school district and to do what is best for the students is 
extraordinary.  At times, her perspective as a teacher and a board member resulted in heated discussions 
but it was always respectful, honest and with the best intentions.  Patty and Rick were not afraid to speak 
up and share their thoughts with other board members.  They will be missed and will always be a part of 
the Board’s legacy of success. 

Mr. Abramson thanked everyone, including his family for the sacrifices they made.  He also thanked 
everyone for hosting a reception honoring Patty and him for their years of service to CRSD.  He does take 
great pride in the Board’s accomplishments and great comfort in knowing that the staff, administrators, 
school board directors, community and students will keep CRSD an excellent school district.  For all who 
expressed appreciation for his services and in appreciation for all who offered criticisms, it is an honor, 
privilege and admiration for all the administration and school board directors and dedicated staff who 
deserve the utmost gratitude and most important, students.  Our students and children are the best of 
Council Rock.  With the new school board directors joining the Board and those remaining, Council Rock 
will remain an excellent school district.    

Dr. Fraser further stated that it was with honor, deep respect and appreciation to recognize Messrs. Block 
and Abramson for their service as President and Vice President, respectively.  Their names will be 
inscribed on a plaque that was created to recognize Board members who served as president and vice-
president.     

Public Comment  
Nancy Carroll, Newtown, PA, thanked Mr. Abramson and Mrs. Sexton for their years of service.  Rick 
brought his experience as a lawyer and Patty, as a teacher.  Both are principal volunteers who care and 
have given much care to Council Rock as an institution and the welfare of its students.  Both show 
humility knowing that without them, Council Rock’s future will be secured.  She thanked Rick for his 16-
year attendance record and Patty, for being a voice of the community.  She wished them the best. 
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Marilyn Scarpa, Newtown, PA, and Allison McGan, Ivyland, PA:  Ms. Scarpa has never known anyone 
with more integrity than Rick Abramson.  He always made his decisions based on the children and what 
is best for their well-being.  Because of his service and passion, Council Rock is in a better place.  They 
presented him with a book entitled “Bob Dylan, All the Songs.”  

Honorable Robert J. Mellon, Court of Common Pleas, congratulated Rick Abramson and thanked him for 
his years of service—not only for serving on the Board but for his dedication and events he attended.  His 
legacy will be remembered for standing up for things because it was the right thing to do.  He spoke what 
he truly, honestly and fervently believed was in the best interest of the school district.     

Nomination and Election of President Pro Tempore 
Mr. Block nominated Mrs. Kyle McKessy and Mr. Byelich seconded the nomination.  The Board 
approved the nomination and elected Mrs. McKessy as President Pro Tempore of the Council Rock Board 
of School Directors.   

Reading of Certificates of Elections of New Members and Re-elected Incumbents 
The Secretary presented and read the certificates of elections for Messrs. Foster, Tate, Grupp, Thorwart 
and Mrs. Thomas. 

Oath of Office for New Board Members 
Mrs. McKessy welcomed Honorable Robert J. Mellon of the Court of Common Pleas of Bucks County.  
The oath of office was administered to Dr. Bill Foster, Mr. Jerold Grupp, Mr. Edward Tate, Dr. Michael 
Thorwart, and Mrs. Wendi Thomas by Judge Robert J. Mellon. 

Organization of the Board of School Directors 
Roll Call of the Reorganized Board of School Directors 
• Mr. Andy Block
• Mrs. Denise Brooks
• Mr. Mark Byelich
• Dr. Bill Foster
• Mr. Jerold Grupp
• Mrs. Kyle McKessy
• Mr. Edward F. Tate
• Mrs. Wendi Thomas
• Dr. Michael J. Thorwart

Election of President 
Mrs. Thomas nominated Mr. Andy Block as President and Mr. Grupp seconded the nomination.  The 
Board approved the nomination and elected Mr. Andy Block as President of Council Rock Board of 
School Directors for one (1) year by a vote of 9 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstain.   

Election of Vice President 
Mrs. Brooks nominated Mr. Mark Byelich as Vice President of Council Rock Board of School Directors 
for the ensuing year and Mr. Block seconded the nomination.  The Board approved the nomination and 
elected Mr. Mark Byelich as Vice President for one (1) year by a vote of 9 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstain.    
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Approval of School Board Charters 
Mr. Block moved to approve the School Board Charters for the Academic Standards Committee, 
Facilities Committee, Finance Committee and Policy Committee.  Mr. Grupp seconded the motion.  The 
Board approved said motion by a vote of 9 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstain. 

President’s Appointment of Committee Chairs 
Mr. Block appointed members of the Board to chair the following Board committees.  

Facilities Committee:  Mr. Grupp* 
Finance Committee:  Mrs. Thomas 

Academic Standards Committee:  Mrs. Brooks 

*Dr. Thorwart assisting.

Discussion – Policy Committee 
Dr. Foster reviewed the Committee’s progress to date.  The PSBA (Pennsylvania School Boards 
Association) advised that they would require a commitment of $6200 in January to review the Board’s 
policies.  The PSBA maintains a current standard compilation of 228 policies of which 34 are mandated 
by the State and 95 are essential for legal liability.  The PSBA could begin its review of the mandated 
policies.  The superintendent performance assessment policy, conflict of interest policy, student abuse 
child policy and new suicide awareness prevention response policy are among the policies with top 
priority.  Based on the number of policies, the review process would take approximately two years.  The 
PSBA would review and develop an initial set of policies for further review over the course of six 
months.  The policies will be accessible through a web-based portal for the Committee to review and/or 
make changes.  The PSBA, in turn, would review the changes and approve same.   

Discussion ensued on the board committee structure in terms of appointing four (4) Board members to 
serve on the Committee and notice of meeting(s).  It was suggested that a small group of the Board 
develop a procedural strategy to review and/or update the Board’s policies.     

Mrs. Brooks and Mr. Tate expressed an interest to serve with Dr. Foster and Mr. Grupp.  Mr. Grupp 
suggested that someone from the Administration be assigned to the group. 

Mr. Block confirmed that once the Committee as a whole decides when they plan to meet, the meeting(s) 
would be advertised accordingly.   The committee meetings for Facilities, Finance and Academic 
Standards will be posted as usual. 

Appointment of Bucks County Intermediate Unit #22 Representative 
Mr. Block appointed Mrs. McKessy as Bucks County Intermediate Unit #22 Representative. 

Appointment of Two (2) MBIT Representatives 
Mr. Block appointed Dr. Foster and Mrs. Thomas to represent Council Rock School District at MBIT 
(Middle Bucks Institute of Technology). 

Appointment of Pennsylvania School Boards Association Legislative Chairperson/PSBA 
Representative and Appointment of PSBA Employee Relations Contact 
With regard to the PSBA, Mr. Block advised that all communications should be directed to the entire 
Board. 
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Mr. Block requested that when the Board has an advertised open meeting, the calendar be updated 
accordingly.   

After further discussion about the Academic Standards Committee and the need to allow more time for 
discussion on the committee level, the Board decided to move the start-time for the Board meetings from 
7:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. for the next six (6) months beginning on January 7, 2016.  This will allow the 
Academic Standards Committee to meet for two hours from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.    

Discussion ensued on the order of business in terms of preparing the meeting agenda by topic e.g. 
academic, facilities, finance; and Cabinet members being excused from the meeting after action has been 
taken with regard to their respective area(s) of responsibility. 

Public Comment 
None 

Board Comment 
Mrs. Thomas welcomed Messrs. Tate and Thorwart to the Board.  

Dr. Foster was thankful for the opportunity to serve again.  It is an honor and he is enthusiastic about the 
years ahead.  

Mr. Byelich is excited about this Board moving forward and thanked everyone for their support and 
leadership. 

Mr. Grupp voiced his desire to make sure the public stays involved.  A Board objective should be 
established to involve the public.   

Mr. Block congratulated everyone who was elected to the Board.  He looks forward to working with 
Messrs. Tate and Thorwart and the entire group, including the committees.  He is confident the Board will 
accomplish the work that needs to be done and will do it well. 

Dr. Thorwart thanked everyone for their help and for electing him to the Board.  

Mr. Tate thanked the Board and Administration for making him feel welcome.  He looks forward to 
working with everyone.   

Adjournment 
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 9:31 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kapua A. Rice 
Secretary to the Board of School Directors 
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